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1 . ALONG WITH PACTORS AT THIS EARLY POINT KNOWN ONLY TO THE 
PRESIDENTIAL PALACE, WE BELIEVE FROTA'S OUSTER WAS AT LEAST 
PARTIALLY PROMPTED BY THE DECISION OF A HARDCORE RIGHTWING 
GROUP OF TEN ARENA DEPUTIES TO BRING HIS LATENT PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDACY INTO THE OPEN THROUGH A SERIES OF SUPPORTIVE STATE- 
MENTS OVER THE LAST 7-10 DAYS. THE TEN DEPUTIES ALSO PROMISED 
THAT FROTA WOULD SOON SPEAK OUT ON BRAZILIAN POLITICAL 
INSTITUTIONS, PARTICULARLY LEGISLATIVE POWER AND THE ROLE OP 
POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF BRAZILIAN DEMOCRACY. 
THEIR ACTION COULD HARDLY HAVE BEEN TAKEN WITHOUT FROTA'S 
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ACTIVE ENCOURAGEMENT. 

2. ON OCTOBER 7, ARENA VICE LEADER DEPUTY MARCELO 
LINHARES BROUGHT MATTERS TO A HEAD BY ACCUSING ARENA'S 
LEADERSHIP OF TRYING TO MINIMIZE THE INFLUENCE OF THE ARMY 
HIGH COMMAND (READ: FROTA AND HIS MILITARY SUPPORTERS) 

IN THE PRESIDENT'S SELECTION OF HIS SECCESSOR. AMIND RUMORS 
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HE WOULD BE CENSURED, LINHARES MET WITH CHAMBER OE 
DEPUTIES LEADERSHIP IN EMERGENCY SESSION OCTOBER 10 AND 
EMERGED APPARENTLY UNSCATHED AFTER EXPLAINING HIS STATEMENT 
TO THE LEADERSHIP. HARDLINER ARENA CHAMBER LEADER JOSE 
BONIEACIO ISSUED A STATEMENT AFTER THE MEETING SAYING 
THAT ARENA CHAMBER LEADERS (INCLUDING LINHARES) UNANIMOUSLY 
SUPPORED GEISEL'S ROLE IN THE CHOICE OE A SUCCESSOR. THIS 
TRANSPARENT ATTEMPT TO BURY THE ISSUE HAS OBVIOUSLY HAD 
LITTLE IE ANY EEFECT ON EVENTS. BONIEACIO HAD ADMITTED TO 
PRESS DAY BEFORE THAT IT WOULD BE "VIRTUAL SUICIDE" EOR 
ARENA TO ATTEMPT TO KEEP THE ARMED EORCES FROM PARTICIPATING 
IN THE SUCCESSION PROCESS. 

3. THE WAR OF NERVES CONTINUED OCTOBER 10 WHEN EROTA 
SUPPORTER DEPUTY ERANCISCO ROT .LEMBERG TOLD THE PRESS THAT 
BY THE END OF THIS WEEK MILITARY PERSONALITIES INCLUDING EX- 
MINISTERS, WOULD ISSUE A MANIEESTO DEEENDING THE ROLE OE THE 
MILITARY IN MAINTAINING THE PRINCIPLES OE THE REVOLUTION. THE 
MANIEESTO WOULD PRESUMABLY EMBRACE PRINCIPLES THAT 
EROTA ALSO ACCEPTS, AND MAY THEREBY HAVE BEEN 
INTENDED TO REINEORCE HIS POLITICAL POSITION. 

4. DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT EVER SINCE FROTA TOOK 
OFFICE IN 1974, RELATIONS BETWEEN HIM AND THE PRESIDENT 
HAVE BEEN EREQUENTLY MARKED BY FRICTION, CONFRONTATIONS 
AND SEMI-CONFRONTATIOSNS. THIS CHARACTERIZATION OE THEIR 
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RELATIONSHIP IS AMPLY SUPPORTED BY EROTA'S STATEMENT 
REPORTED SEPTEL. FROTA HAS ALSO, OF COURSE, ALWAYS BEEN 
NEGATIVE TOWARDS AND SUSPICIOUS OF CIVIL HOUSEHOLD CHIEF 
GOLBERY. 

5. WHATEVER THE PROXIMATE CAUSE OE THE ABRUPTNESS OF 
FROTA'S OUSTER - WHETHER HE WAS IN FACT ABOUT TO TAKE 
A NEW POLITICAL OR OTHER INITIATIVE- WE DO NOT AT THIS 
POINT KNOW. THE PICTURE WILL 

BECOME CLEARER OVER THE NEXT EEW DAYS. MEANWHILE, WE 
WILL BE SUBMITTING A PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OE THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF TODAY'S EVENTS. 

CRIMMINS 
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